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N.I.C.E.I.C. approved CONTRACTORS

PAINSWICK ELECTRICAL
 SERVICES

SERVICE

INSTALLATIONS

REPAIRS

Mr M TURNER
01453 758342 and 01452 812659

Mobile: 07850 784899

The Electrical
Contractors Association

PARISH  COUNCIL  NEWS  by Leslie Brotherton
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PAINSWICK VILLAGE
DENTAL SURGERY
Les Robinson B.D.S.

Private,  Denplan

* Cosmetic Dentistry * Hygienist
* Personal Professional Service in 

Relaxed Atmosphere

Appointments available 6 days
a week and late evening Thursday

TEL: 01452 814427
Hoyland House, Gyde Road, Painswick, Glos. 

GL6 6RD

POLICE REPORT
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Building Repairs
Painting & Decorating

Carpentry

T MIFFLIN

Enquiries Welcome
Telephone Painswick 813866

* Brake Safety Centre
* Full servicing & repair facilities
* Pre-MOT checks/MOTs 
 arranged
* Ti Crypton engine tuning service
* Petrol/Diesel/Tyres/Exhausts
* Private Hire Taxi
* Paraffin/Coal/Calor Gas/Charcoal

GODDARDS GARAGE
Cheltenham Road, Painswick

Tel. 01452 812240

Tel  01452 812240

Cheltenham Road, Painswick

 PAINSWICK PAPERS
Have your

newspapers
magazines
and comics

delivered to your door

TEL. 814265
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KEMPS LANE, PAINSWICK 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL6 6YB

TEL: (01���) 81�160 
FAX: (01���) 81�0�9 

www.painswickhotel.com 
reservations@painswickhotel.com

Country House Hotel of the Year
Relax on the terrace or curl up in a comfy sofa and 

enjoy the peace and beauty
 of the Hotel and Gardens.

Open for Breakfast, Morning Coffee, Lunch, 
Afternoon Tea and Dinner prepared by our award-

winning chefs.

If you have a special event, why not make use
 of our Private Dining Room which can seat

 up to 18 guests, and is at no additional charge

Lunch
Served from 1�.�0pm to �pm

� courses £1� and � courses £17

Traditional � course Sunday Lunch £19.�0

Dinner
Served from 7pm to 9.�0pm

� courses £�6 and � courses £�9.�0
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3 Upper Washwell, 
Painswick, GL6 6QY

Eye examinations at home - for the house-
bound

Specialised service - free (NHS) for those 
over 60, including Glaucoma screening 

and full sight test
Tel. 01453 833272 or 07967 743676 (mo-

bile)
Graham O'Regan BSc FSMC FCOptom
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The Falcon Inn
Superb LUNCHES and DINNERS in our restaurant
every day.  Bar snacks, morning coffee.

The recently refurbished STABLES ROOMS are available both daytime 
and evenings, complete with their own bar, for your private receptions and 
parties of up to 60 persons. 
Our en-suite bedrooms have every modern facility and are ideal if you
have friends or relatives coming to visit you in the PAINSWICK area 
Call FIONA or JON on 01452-814222 for more details
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L E T T E R S

G J HOGG
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Estimates Free  
8 Upper Washwell
Painswick
Glos. GL6 6QY

Telephone
PAINSWICK 812505

Interior and Exterior Painting
Wallpapering, Glazed Tiling 

COLIN NASH
Contractor

Hedgecutting - Fencing - Topping etc
(With tractor or Quadbike)

Holcombe Farm, Painswick,
Stroud, GL6 6RG

Tel. 01452 813104 or
Mobile 07788 912546
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Chartered Accountants & Tax Advisers
The Old Baptist Chapel, New Street

We provide a local, personal service
for every aspect of your 

taxation and accountancy needs

Telephone   81��91
Facsimile   81���1
Email info@pricedavis.co.uk

Howard Davis or Glenn Collingbourne
will be happy to deal with your enquiries

GLOUCESTER 416116

ANDY AYLMER

All work undertaken
Quotations given

Local recommendations
available

PLUMBING & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Summer, 
and young
people's 
thoughts 
turn to...
marriage

Saturday, �rd August saw St Mary's 
Church celebrating the marriages of two 
local girls, Clare Shearer and Fiona John-
ston, daughters of two parish councillors, 
just two months after Charlotte Hudson, 
daughter of another parish councillor, 
married there.
 Above, the Beacon photographer 
caught the smiles of Clare, only daughter 
of Susan and Alan Shearer, and Philip 
Smith as they left the church. Clare, who 
has a degree from Durham University, 
teaches disadvantaged children in Brixton, 
while Philip is a magazine journalist. The 
couple live in Hampstead.
 Right, another Beacon photograph 
after the wedding of Charles Bateman 
and Rebecca Cousins, daughter of former 
parish councillor Jennifer Crook, on ��th 
August at Elmers Court, Lymington. Re-
becca went to Stroud High School and met 
Charles at Portsmouth University. She is 
now an IT trainer in the City where Charles 
also works as a computer project manager. 
The couple will live in Kingston-upon-
Thames.
 Below right, Fiona, only daughter of 
Hilary and Johnny Johnston, of Sheeps-
combe, leaves St Mary's Church after her 
marriage to Crispin Layfield. Although 
Fiona and Crispin live in Iver, Bucking-
hamshire, she spends much of her time 
still working in Painswick, as a director 
of the company that runs the Falcon Inn 
and the Butchers Arms, Sheepscombe, 
among others. Crispin is a professional 
stunt performer in the film industry. 

For all your garden needs
MOBILE: 07979 590818

TEL: 01��� 81����

OAKLEY GARDEN
SERVICES LIMITED

 



11

There you are

LANDSCAPE
GARDENING

A Complete Garden Service

Construction of:-
Ponds and Water Gardens
Drystone Walling, Paving
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding

All Aspects of Tree Surgery
FULLY INSURED

Ask for Adrian Harris

Regular Garden Maintenance
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming

01���  ��76�7
Floribunda

Prompted by a glance at the Collection 
Times plaque on her local post box, 
a reader drew our attention to the 
unexpected fact that, after more years 
than she could remember, the first 
collection had been advanced from 
10.�0am to 8.�0am. Dismayed that 
Auntie Flo might not receive her 
birthday card on the due date, we were 
invited to investigate whether this was 
a widespread phenomenon.
 One letter (unstamped, of course) to 
the Commander in Chief of the Stroud 
sorting office, and five telephone calls 
when no reply had been forthcoming 
two weeks later, elicited two facts, 
the first of which could have been 
anticipated: the letter had either been 
lost in the post, or mislaid while 

Painswick Educational Foundation is able 
to make small grants to boys and girls 
in the civil parish of Painswick to assist 
with their educational expenses. The next 
meeting of the Trustees will be held on 
Tuesday, 17th September.
 Application forms for grants are 
available from The Clerk, Painswick 
Educational Foundation, �, Rowcroft, 
Stroud. Glos. GL� �BB (or telephone 
01��� 76����) to whom they should be 
returned completed as soon as possible.

The Painswick Benefice is seeking a new 
administrator to work from the office at 
the St Mary's Lychgate.
  The administrator will be responsible 
to a committee of representatives from 
the six parishes, providing clerical and 
administrative support to the Rev. John 
Longuet-Higgins, the Rev. Ian Gobey, 
the Local Ministry Team and other church 
officers, including church wardens, church 
groups and the Sunday School.
 The role requires administrative, 
computer and interpersonal skills, the 
main tasks being:
 Dealing with phone enquiries and 
visits to the Benefice Office (Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings), 
coordinating/supervising volunteers, 
correspondence, looking after the Benefice 
Diary, producing  Service sheets and other 
photocopying, overseeing the publishing 
of the Grapevine, and  handling  bookings 
for St Mary’s Rooms and custody of the 
keys.
 It is desirable that the applicant is a 
church member, for knowledge of the 
Benefice and a faith commitment are 
valued by those who use the Benefice 
Office.
 The tasks cover 1� hours a week, at 
£6.8� an hour, with holiday entitlement. 
The successful applicant will have a three-
month trial. 
 Applications must be in by the 1�th 
September to the Incumbent, The Benefice 
Office, The Lychgate, Stroud Road, 
Painswick, GL6 6UT.

Help with college and 
school costs

said Postmaster was on his holidays. 
However, on enquiry as to whether 
such change in the times of collection 
were widespread, we were advised that 
he was not aware of any others (or the 
one for the post box in question for that 
matter), but that it made no difference 
to whether Auntie Flo would get her 
card on time.
 It seems that the only collection that 
really matters is the last one each day; 
earlier collections are basically to start 
piling up mail which needs to be sorted 
and thereby provide activity for staff 
after they have completed deliveries 
until the last mail bags themselves 
come in to be sorted.
 Then, and only then, does that day’s 
mail move off to distant parts.

Early post - now you know!
Benefice seeks a 
part-time 
administrator

Stroud and District Volunteer Bureau, 
which supports voluntary action groups 
in the local area, is holding a training 
programme for volunteers.
 The next course, on Manual Handling, 
is in two four-hour sessions, being held 
on 1�th and 19th September at the Red 
Cross House training room, Cainscross, 
Stroud, from 9am to1pm. The cost is £1� 
per person.
 Finally there is a three-hour Evaluation 
Workshop on 1�th October to help volun-
tary groups to use evaluation as a tool for 
learning and development. This is a free 
course to be held at the Social Enterprise 
Centre, off �8c High Street, Stroud, from 
9.�0am to 1�.�0pm. 
 For enquiries or to reserve a place, call 
Christine Bassett on 01��� 7�900�.

Courses for
volunteers

For a friendly night out...
Fancy a friendly night out, and the pos-
sibility of going home with a bit of cash? 
Painswick Bingo enthusiasts welcome all 
newcomers to their Wednesday evening 
sessions from 7.�0pm in the Green Room 
at Painswick Centre.
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Painswick Players

HOLISTIC  THERAPIES 
Reflexology, Indian Head Massage, Therapeutic Massage

SUE  OAKLEY
ITEC member of GCP & AOR

Painswick  814595

to balance and nurture

PAINSWICK 
OSTEOPATHS

Paul Stamp DO
Helen Froggatt DO

Painswick Doctors' Practice 

01452 301748

PPP Registered Osteopath

Parking and evening appointments available
 

JOHN SAUNDERS
CERAMIC WALL AND FLOORING SPECIALIST

For all your tiling requirements

BRIDGE HOUSE
BENTHAM
CHELTENHAM
GLOS. GL�1 �TZ

Tel. 01452 864210
M o b i l e  0 9 7 6 

The big news this month is that the 
Painswick Players' December production 
will definitely be a pantomime. What is 
less definite is what the panto will be. This 
is because it is still being written. Or, at 
least, it was being written before I had to 
break off to write this piece for the Beacon 
and, despite having the story-line more or 
less mapped out and half a dozen scenes 
written, it still lacks a title.
 The plot concerns an Old Shoemaker 
who makes magic tap dancing shoes 
and involves the usual mix of Prince, 
Princess, Good King, Bad Baron, Wicked 
Stepmother, a Dragon - for which The 
Most Organised One is already pencilled 
in (but don’t tell her) - plus a frog, who 
hopped on board in an unguarded moment. 
So, any ideas, anyone? The best suggestion 
will win a pair of free tickets for the 

production which will run from the �th to 
7th December. And, before anyone else 
suggests it, ‘A Load of Old Cobblers’ has 
already been firmly rejected.
 Actually, it’s a relief to break off panto 
writing for a few moments since I have 
somehow just managed to get the Princess 
gobbled up by the Dragon. I’m not at 
all sure how this happened. I’m equally 
unsure how the Princess is to be ungobbled 
(so to speak) for the next scene when she is 
due to put on the magic dancing shoes and 
waltz off with the Prince. Pantomimes can 
be like this. Very tense and confusing! 
 Also confusedly tense are/were/will 
be the auditions for the pantomime which 
are/were being held on Tuesday �rd 
September in the Painswick Centre (Green 
Room), right after the Painswick Players 
AGM.
 Sadly, I fear, you will be reading this 
after both events have happened and so 
you have possibly missed them. Unless 
you were there, of course. Never mind, 
I am sure all will become clear next 
month.
 Meanwhile, I must get back to writing 
this panto. Let’s see… the Princess is 
inside the Dragon… looks like a job for a 
Fairy Godmother… or… the Dragon could 
have a bad attack of hiccups… or… no! 
That’s just silly.
 Jack Burgess

Panto has some tense mo-

The joint pastorates of Rodborough Tabernacle and Christ Church, 
Painswick will welcome Mrs Heather Whyte to the ministry of both 
churches at an ordination and induction service at Rodborough on 
Saturday �6th October. She is a graduate of Westminster College, 
Cambridge as a mature student after raising her family, and has a 
broad experience of church life in both Scotland and England, and 
working with young people in the Scouting movement, in secondary 
school and at the URC National Youth Resource Centre.
 Prior to induction, Heather will be in the Gloucester District 
part-time as an opportunity to familiarise herself, but she will not 
undertake work in the joint pastorate before she becomes the Rev. 
Heather Whyte at her ordination service. We at Christ Church are 
looking forward to her arrival and know that Painswick will provide 
its usual warm welcome to our new minister.

Jim Hodge

New minister for Christ Church

Age Concern Gloucestershire are seeking volunteers to 
help to bridge the digital divide by making computers and 
the Internet more accessible to older people through their 
Mobile Internet Taster Sessions (MITS). These sessions 
will take place in communities, in informal settings, such 
as a local lunch club, day centre, village hall, hospital, 
community rooms at sheltered accommodation and 
residential homes, in fact anywhere that is appropriate 
and accessible.
 Volunteers will be trained to use a set of portable IT 
equipment and organise the delivery of MITS throughout 
the county. A variety of skills will be needed but primarily 
an interest in IT, time to spare and a genuine interest in 
working with older people, encouraging them to learn how 
to email friends and relatives, search for history, politics, 
news and views, chat rooms and so much more.

 If you are interested in becoming 
a MITS volunteer and would like to 
share your knowledge with others in the 
county, please contact Rob Cook, the IT 
Administrator, on 01��� ���660 for more 
details.
 Email mits@ageconcernglos.org.
uk or write to Rob at Age Concern 
Gloucestershire, Bleak House, �6 Station 
Road, Gloucester GL1 1EW.

Daphne Hudson

IT volunteers needed for 
Age Concern project

Enjoying Poetry: the Victorians is the 
title of a 10-week course that starts on 
Wednesday ��th September in Painswick 
Library, from �.�0pm to �pm.
 Featured will be Tennyson, the Brown-
ings, John Clare, the Rossettis, Mathew 
Arnold and Swinburne, some of the great-
est names in English poetry who lived 
through the literary explosion from the 
18�0s to 1900. The tutor will be Mary 
Newman; the course fee is £��.90. Enquir-
ies to Yvonne Penfold on 01��� 766�19.

Victorian poets course
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Gwen outside her Rock Cottages home

PROPERTY REPORT at 31st August from Murrays Painswick agencyPROPERTY REPORTproperty

What a lovely day we had at the Painswick 
Show, a little cool but it stayed dry after the 
downpours the evening before. Nearly all 
our local clients stopped for a chat at our 
stand, as did many old friends and new. As 
the day improved, so did the crowds.
 So what’s new in the property market? 
Not a great deal. Despite stock market 
jitters, interest rates didn’t rise as expected, 
and house prices go from strength  to 
strength. We are still recording record 
sales, ahead some �0% on last year. Based 
on the last three months against �001, we 
are slightly ahead on instructions, about 
10 % down on viewings, almost the same 
number of offers but well ahead on sales 

- difficult to analyse but it looks like we’re 
getting the important things right.
 Exchanges and completions include 
The Old Meadow in Cotswold Mead, 
23 Churchill Way, Mayfield in Vicarage 
Street, Forest View at Sheepscombe, 
Elmbank at Pitchcombe, Seven Leaze 
at Edge, The Leys in Beacon Lane at 
Haresfield and Mulberry Tree Cottage at 
Brookthorpe. Sales have been agreed on 
Museum Cottage, The Nurses House, � 
Brookhouse Mill, 1 Cheltenham Road, 9 
Churchill Way, 7 Hyett Close and The Old 
Stores at Cranham.  W e  h a v e 
had a good number of new instructions 
including Seven Leaze which has already 

completed. No.� Randalls Field is under 
offer and other new ones include Folly 
Cottage, just under The Beacon on the 
Gloucester Road, Lords Wood, a fine 
house in superb position at Sheepscombe, 
Whitehall Cottage with four bedrooms in 
Stamages Lane, all of which have stunning 
views.   We also have Ferndale, a 
cottage for improvement, and Applecroft, 
a superbly converted four-bed chalet, both 
at Pitchcombe, Lorien, a pretty cottage at 
Harescombe, Spring Cottage, a detached 
cottage in Stepping Stones Lane, and 
Turnways, a three-bed detached cottage 
at Butt Green.

The death of Gwen Monk at the age of 
97 in Gloucester Royal Hospital on �6th 
July after a stroke has brought to a close 
another chapter in the social history of 
Painswick.
 Gwen was born at No 1 Rock Cottages, 
at the bottom of Vicarage Street, on �0th 
February, 190�. She was baptised at 
birth as it was thought very unlikely that 
she would survive. She was christened 
Gwendoline Violet Anne and put in a 
drawer from the chest of drawers. Her 
mother, Florence, then went on to have 
six boys who all died in infancy. Finally, 
Marjorie was born in 191�. Like Gwen, 
Marjorie has survived to a ripe old age.
 Granny Ireland lived at No � Rock 
Cottages and the Mitchell family in No 
�. Those were the days of high birth 
rates and a high infant mortality. Granny 
Mitchell had herself produced 11 sons and 
two daughters. Living conditions were 
primitive. The three families shared a 
privy in the back yard and each cottage had 
a single cold tap. No.1 Rock Cottages was 
to be Gwen’s home for the next 90 years 
- still with only one cold tap. She spent the 
last six years of her life very comfortably 
in Eastington Park Nursing Home.
 The village school was divided in 
two in those days. Gwen was taught by 
the headmistress of the girls’ school, the 
formidable Miss Kirkland, who had been 

a suffragette. Gwen left school at 1� and 
became a parlour maid in London. She 
was summoned home 10 years later to 
look after her father, Albert, and her sister, 
Marjorie, on the death of their mother from 

a stroke at the age of ��. Florence’s early 
death was not surprising.
 Thus Gwen suffered the fate of many 
eldest daughters in those days in having to 
come home, somewhat reluctantly, to look 
after the family. A photograph shows her 
to have been a very attractive girl so she 
may well have sacrificed her chances of 
marriage as well.
 Albert died in 19�� at the age of 80. 
He had been a builder’s labourer with 
Freeman Bros of Camp. The Freemans 
were Plymouth Brethren who in those days 
met at The Friends Meeting House. Albert  
served in both the Boer War and the First 
World War. Gwen was very proud of his 
Campaign medals which included first 
the Queen’s then the King’s South Africa 
Medals, the British War Medal (191�- 
1918) and The Victory Medal. Albert was a 
regular customer at ‘The Pony’   The White 
Horse Inn where White Horse Lane is now. 
‘The Pony’ was an important feature of 
Vicarage Street.
 After Albert’s death, Gwen’s life 
revolved around The Verlands, with its 
successive occupants, and the families for 
whom she baby sat. She was much loved 
by us all.                                          HJH

Gwen's death at 97 closes an era

Estate Agents

A network of over 50 offices, 
16 in London   9 International

The Old Chapel, Bisley Street, Painswick.  01452 812354
The ultimate property se@rch:  www.hamptons.co.uk
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Allen Hale
Your local stockist for

The Real Meat Company
Allen Hale

New House, Friday Street
Painswick. Tel 01452 813613

BRINGING YOU FLAVOUR 
WITHOUT EQUAL.

WELFARE WITHOUT COMPROMISE

HOLIDAY HOME
IN DULVERTON

On quiet southern edge of Exmoor, 
three en suite double bedrooms, 
Aga, 
well-appointed beautiful garden and 
river frontage.
    Abundance of wildlife and walks. 
Careful pet owners welcome. No 
young children. £��0 - £��0 per 
week

Rain for the outing
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PAINSWICK
POST
OFFICE

PAINSWICK POST OFFICE 812303

	

The last of the audience steals away...The last of the audience steals awea

Personal Banking Services
We can cash personal 
cheques for Barclays, LloydsTSB, Alliance 
& Leicester, Co-op, Smile and Cahoot.
We can also accept cash and cheque 
deposits for all banks listed above.

Holiday Time
Order your foreign currency here. Allow 
four working days.
Commission free.
We will buy back left-over currency, also 
commission free.

CHIROPODY
at

Painswick Surgery
Gyde Road

Appointments
01452 812545
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 Fast & Efficient Service
Limited Companies

Partnerships & Sole Traders
For all your Accounting, Tax

and Business Advice
Telephone 01452 812075

Chartered Accountant

This caterpillar caused a good deal of interest among visitors 
to the Post Office recently when it was seen feeding on the 
fuchsias outside. Wally Walters who photographed it thought 
at first that it might be the Privet Hawk Moth caterpillar (as 
featured in last month's Beacon).
 But on reading up in various books, he discovered that it is 
almost certainly that of an Elephant Hawk Moth (Deilephila 
Elpenor). This one is brown, but it appears that there is also 
a green version of similar size (80-8� mm long) and shape. 
Although Hawk Moths, in general, are not very common, 
the Elephant Hawk is, apparently, the most common of all. 
The caterpillar is around from June to September, before it 
metamorphoses into a chrysalis. Although the caterpillar 
looks fierce, it is totally harmless. 
 Wally's grandson, Kyle, does not concur with this view. 
Wally wanted to take a picture of the caterpillar on Kyle’s 
hand to give an idea of its size. "With some difficulty, I 
managed to prise the beast from the stem; it’s got a powerful 
grip. I put it on Kyle’s hand, whereupon it regurgitated its 
breakfast, as a green slime, but Kyle thought it looked pretty 

cool. Everything seemed fine and I started to position the camera 
when, suddenly, he let out a scream."
 “Get if off. It’s biting me. Get it off, granddad.” 
 "I had no option but to oblige and put it back on the fuchsia," 
said Wally.
 So, unfortunately there's no perspective photograph of it on 
a child’s hand. The pain from the bite subsided immediately 
the offending creature was removed so it does seem to be 

Post Office hosts
this odd caterpil-

The histories of local mills, canals and 
gardens are the subjects of some of the 
talks in the new programme of  Painswick 
Local History Society. The first meeting 
is on Tuesday 17th September when Mr. 
Lionel Walrond will give a talk on ‘The 
Mills of Painswick’.
 Membership subscriptions - £8 single 
and £1� joint - are now due and can be paid 
at the meeting or sent to the Membership 
Secretary at Stocks Cottage, Painswick.

A cat proudly deposited a nestling bird on 
the kitchen floor of a house in the Croft this 
summer. The chick appeared un-harmed, 
although somewhat dis-orientated by the 
experience. No nest could be found in the 
vicinity.
 Local Bird Club Secretary Dulcie 
Brotherton and Chairman Bill Boydell 
arranged for the bird to be taken to the 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Rescue Centre 
at Hartpury. The centre provides aid for 
casualties of all types of wildlife, and the 
rehabilitation necessary to release them 
back into the wild. The success rate is 

The annual sponsored bike ride, walk, or 
horse ride for the Gloucestershire Historic 
Churches Trust takes place on Saturday 
1�th September. 
 The idea is to sign in at as many 
churches as possible, between 10am and 
6pm on the day. New recruits will be very 
welcome to join the old campaigners, or 
arrange their own route. Vicar John is 
going to cycle this year, so why not join 
him? If you would like a sponsorship form 
or further details contact Mike Buttrey on 
81��6�.

Ride for county's
historic churches

Moira Legg has established a practice 
at Rough Park Bungalow, Cranham 
Corner, as an independent practitioner 
in counselling. Appointments or further 
information can be accessed on her web 
site, www.moiraleggcounselling.co.uk or 
email moiralegg@labyrinth7.fsnet.co.uk 
or by telephone on 81�1��.

New counsellor

Vital work of the wildlife
rescue cen- Painswick

Bird Club

as high as 66 per cent. At the Centre the 
young bird was identified as a collared 
dove, slimmer than a wood pigeon and 
with a distinguishing dark collar. It had 
been well fed, and was later given anti-
biotics to counter any infection from the 
cat’s paws.
 The work of the Rescue Centre will 
be explained and illustrated by Michael 
Barret at a meeting of the Bird Club at 
7.�0pm on 6th February next. It promises 
to be a fascinating evening for members, 
and others who would be interested.

Harold R Wood 

The mills of
Painswick



17

The Painswick Beacon




18 



19

MINI-ADS

PRIVATE HIRE TAXI

ALLAN & MARTIN WEAGER
(Formerly Rylands)

01453-763947 (Allan)
01453-764845 (Martin)

Allan (mobile): 07712-776470
Martin (mobile): 07808 722255  

Paul A. Morris
General Builder * Plastering * Patios

Dry Stone Walling
Natural Stone Work A Speciality

Hard Landscaping 
Windows, Doors & Conservatories

19 Wickridge Close, Uplands, 
Stroud, Glos GL5 1ST 

Telephone (01453) 752004
Mobile 0781 8087375

Email: paulmorris72@Hotmail.com

FREE ESTIMATES

City & Guilds
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DAVID ARCHARD
In association with 

Philip Ford & Son Ltd

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS

Private Chapels of Rest
24 Hour Personal Service

DIRLETON HOUSE
CAINSCROSS ROAD

STROUD
01452 812103 

or 01453 763592
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Linda Evans and her beautiful border col-
lies are well-known around Painswick, but 
few people will know that horses were, in 
fact, her first love. Horses, however, don’t 
fit very easily into vicarage life, so she 
decided to have a dog instead. “I’m very 
much an outdoor person,” she says, “and 
with dogs you get lots of exercise." 
 She lost her heart to a blue merle collie 
puppy in 1976.   She called her Jo and to-
gether they went to the local dog-handling 
club...and that’s where it all began. In 1980 
she started  in  Obedience competitions 
with a puppy called Sian.
 Now she goes to shows all over the 
country (thinks nothing of driving up to 
Edinburgh in a day), and her dogs have 
so many awards that she has lost count. 
But, however famous they become, first 
and foremost, they are part of the family. 
 When her husband, Eric, was ap-
pointed Dean of St. Paul’s she was told in 
no uncertain terms, by one of the canons’ 

The lady 
with the 
dogs

wives, that it would be quite impossible 

Paula Woodcock

to keep dogs in London.   This idea didn’t 
suit Linda at all and, to prove her point, 
a litter was born in their first year at the 
Deanery. 
 It must have been a nightmare trying to 
exercise dogs in the City of London. Their 
house had no garden, so each morning and 
evening she would bundle them into the 
car for a run in St. James’s or Battersea 
Park, and many is the time, after an eve-
ning engagement, she could be seen in her 
ball-gown, giving them a late-night trot up 
Leadenhall Street.
 For eight years she was a member of 
the Brixton dog training club, and is now 
President and Show Manager. She spends 
much of her time ferrying Craig Gamble, 
her protege, to shows, and is very proud of 
his achievements. She gave Daisy, a third 
time Crufts prize-winner, to him and looks 
after her while he is at college.
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